VZCZCXYZ0010 
RR  RUEHWEB 

DE  RUEHSP  #0585  3571809 
ZNR  UUUUU  ZZH 
R 221809Z  DEC  08 
FM  AMEMBASSY  PORT  OF  SPAIN 
TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  9600 
INFO  RUEHLO /AMEMBASSY  LONDON  0128 
RUETIAA/DIRNSA  FT  GEORGE  G MEADE  MD 
RUEAIIA/ CIA  WASHINGTON  DC 
RUCNFB/FBI  WASHINGTON  DC 
RUEKJCS/ SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC 

UNCLAS  PORT  OF  SPAIN  000585 

SIPDIS 

DEPT  FOR  PM/DTCC  FOR  BLUE  LANTERN  COORDINATOR 

E.O.  12958:  N/A 
TAGS:  PREL  PGOV  TD 

SUBJECT:  POST'S  RESPONSE  FOR  BLUE  LANTERN  LEVEL  3:  POST-SHIPMENT 
END-USE  CHECK  ON  LICENSE  050088569 

REF:  STATE  0122070 

IQ.  Per  request,  Post  conducted  a post-shipment  check  on  license 
050088569  for  the  export  of  cannons  to  Trinidad  & Tobago.  The 
Trinidad  and  Tobago  Defense  Force  (TTDF)  has  not  provided  an 
official  statement  regarding  the  cannons.  However,  according  to 
reasonable  speculation,  the  UK  company,  MSI  Defence,  took  possession 
of  the  cannons  listed  below  to  be  used  in  an  integrated  mount  system 
for  offshore  patrol  vessels  (OPV)  that  are  to  be  supplied  to  the 
Trinidad  & Tobago  Coast  Guard  ( TTCG ) . 

12.  Although  not  officially  confirmed,  we  have  heard  that  the 
cannons  have  been  delivered  and  installed  on  the  OPV.  However,  the 
TTCG  will  not  take  possession  of  the  OPV  until,  at  the  earliest, 
third  quarter  CY2009.  Currently,  the  OPV  and  mounted  cannons  remain 
in  dry  dock  in  Portsmouth,  UK.  Additional  inquiries  may  be  made  to 
Post  POC,  James  Kuebler,  Phone:  868-822-5922;  Email: 

Kuebler JM@ state . gov . 


Austin 


